
	 Amor de Lonh, Calidris Maritima is an installation attuned to the Purple Sandpiper (Calidris maritima), 
a colony of medium-sized migratory shorebirds that winters along the Shore Road Promenade in Bay Ridge, 
Brooklyn—next to the Belt Parkway, a major route to JFK Airport. Their seasonal return to this wave-battered 
strip of shoreline unfolds against a backdrop of traffic, jet noise, and dense urban infrastructure. 

	 The installation includes paintings, photographs, pages from field notebooks, and a film accompanied 
by my poem Amor de Lonh. The title comes from that poem and draws on the troubadour notion of “love 
from afar” (amor de lonh), a concept from the Occitan country—where I’m from—which resonates with the 
birds’ long migration, the layered distances in the work, and the interspecies relationship explored through 
Bird-State. 

	 Bird-State is a mode of perception shaped by sustained, embodied attention to birds in their 
environment. It arises from returning, observing, and documenting over time. 

	 The installation invites viewers to notice what’s often overlooked and to reflect on how sustained 
attention—through art or observation—can be a form of restoration. It also calls for protecting the marginal 
habitats that support these birds. At the same time, this work engages Art’s Response-ability As Healing Practice
—a sustainable, process-based approach rooted in nature observation. Through regular engagement with the 
natural world and the artistic process, it fosters grounding, clarity, and a sense of continuity. 

 

 

 

 

1

Amor de Lonh, Calidris Maritima  
(Love from Afar, Purple Sandpiper) 

 Short film / Poem / Pastel paintings / Photograph 

an  Installation by: Nicole Peyrafitte

Running Time: 04:29 
All footage shot on the Shores of 
Bayridge between December 2024 & 
March 2025 (see poem below.) 

Click on image or: 
https://vimeo.com/1075854378 
(DCP available)

Film:

https://vimeo.com/1075854378
https://vimeo.com/1075854378
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Calidris Maritima White 
21" x 30" 

Paper/dry pastels 
(2025)

Calidris Maritima Black  
18" x 24" 
Paper/dry pastels 
(2025)

Paintings:
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Purple Sandpiper underwater 
8”x12” 

2025

Purple Sandpiper looking up 
8”x 12” 
2025

Purple Sandpiper foraging 
8”x 8” 
2025

Photographs

Sample of photographs. 
Printed on Hahnemuhle photo rag 
bright. 
Finished with a hand-torn deckled edge.
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View of the Amor de Lohn installation featured at Stand 4 Gallery  
for a Public Art & Ecology Biennial 

Essential Shore / Permeable Future 

All printed materials—posters and cards—feature the 
Purple Sandpiper in the exhibition.

Display Exemple

https://stand4gallery.org/
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Amor de Lonh 
un Fin’Amor 
Purple Sandpipers 
Calidris Maritima 
the Arctic-breeding waders 
settle on our shores 
from late November into May 
A Love from Afar 
that exists for real 
within a paradox 
love of distance & love of presence 
pleasure of contradiction 
a form of love sans physical possession 
but not a courtly love  
thought also defined by persistence  
& connection despite separation 

a threshold between species  
a liminal intersection  
yes! presence & distance merge 
without reciprocity 
 
ausèths / birds  
unconcerned by human gaze 
no validation in play 
an intimacy without possession  
 
Amor de Lonh & Bird State 
defined by separation & longing  
not acknowledgment a 
connection sustained despite absence 
 
Fin’Amor & Bird State  
possibility of fulfillment via 
presence & observation  
no control

Poem
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no yearning 	 	  
no withholding  	  
no absence 	 	  
not love from fate	  
not ideal 	 	  
not imagined	  
not perfect	 	  
not an ache

	 peace  contentment  
	 yielding 
	 reliable presence 
	 love from will 
	 concrete  real 
	 lived 
	 present 
	 a release

just 
just 
just 
just 
just 
just 
just 
just

love as  
phenomenon 
arising embodied  
a tide-bound ritual 
a fleshed feathered 
primordial elemental 
emergent offering 
attuned / in tune 
body knows 
mind follows 

Nicole Peyrafitte 
April 2024 

 

unlike the idealized Occitan lyric tradition :
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Publications on Purple Sandpipers
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Excerpt of field journal and photos of Purple Sandpipers at Shore Promenade.
All work by Nicole Peyrafitte.
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Purple Sandpiper at Shore Road Promenade, Brooklyn. All photos by Nicole Peyrafitte.
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rare birds; they’re regular winter 
6-%-5$#%* 5$* 57&%&* %7$#&%* 8&9$#&*
#&5"#(-(:*5$*57&-#*;#/5-/*8#&&)-(:*
:#$"()%*-(*57&*%!#-(:0*<"5*<-#)=
35,5&* -%* ($5* ,8$"5* #,#-5>* $#* 57&*
57#-22*$9*%&&-(:*%$?&57-(:*(&.'-5*
-%*,8$"5*!#&%&(/&+*,55&(5-6&(&%%+*
,()*57&*,/5*$9*)&&!*$8%&#6,5-$(0*
@7-%* .,>* $9* %&&-(:* /,(* ,#-%&*
.-57* ,(>* 8-#)+* .7&57&#* -(* 57&*
2-6&2>*/7,55&#*$9*A$"%&*3!,##$.%*
:,57&#&)* -(* 5-:75* /2"%5&#%* $(*
8,#&*.-(5&#*8#,(/7&%*$#*!&/B-(:*
5$:&57&#* ,5* %/,55&#&)*/#"?8%+* ,*
!,-#*$9*C$#57&#(*D,#)-(,2%*/7,%-(:*
&,/7*$57&#+*$#*57&*%7,#!*/,22*$9*,*
<2"&* E,>* %$"()-(:* ,(* ,2,#?* 5$*
-5%*/$??"(-5>0*F>*:$,2*-%*($5*5$*

!"#%"&*,95&#* 57&*(&G5* %!&/-&%'
57$":7* H* /&#5,-(2>* ,!!#&/-,5&*
57&*57#-22*$9*%&&-(:*,*#,#-5>*.7&(*
57&*$!!$#5"(-5>* ,#-%&%I'8"5* 5$*
&(:,:&*9"22>*.-57*.7,5*-%*8&9$#&*
me; to notice patterns, gestures, 
,()* #&2,5-$(%7-!%+*,()* -(*)$-(:*
%$+*5$*/"25-6,5&*,*)&&!&#*%&(%&*$9*
/$((&/5-$(*.-57*57&*2-6-(:*.$#2)0

H(*57&%&*5-?&%*$9*"(/&#5,-(5>+*
I find great solace in this ongoing 
!#$J&/50*@7#$":7*57-%*.$#B+*H*,-?*
5$* -(%!-#&* &/$2$:-/,2* #&92&/5-$(*
,()*&(/$"#,:&*6-&.&#%*5$*&(:,:&*
.-57*57&*(,5"#,2*.$#2)*.7&#&6&#*
57&>* ,#&0* <>* #&-?,:-(-(:* $"#*
#&2,5-$(%7-!*.-57*(,5"#&+*,(>$(&+*
,(>.7&#&+*/,(*/"25-6,5&*,*?$#&*
-( 5 &( 5 -$(, 2 * ,() * # & %!$(% -6&*
!#&%&(/&* -(* ),-2>* 2-9&+* 9-()-(:*
/$((&/5-$(*,()*-(%!-#,5-$(*-(*&6&(*

57&*%-?!2&%5*-(5&#,/5-$(%*.-57*57&*
&(6-#$(?&(50*H*,?*:#,5&9"2*9$#*57&*
$!!$#5"(-5>*5$*)&&!&(*57-%*.$#B+*
,%*%$?&*$9*57&*!7$5$%*!"82-%7&)*
7&#&+* ,2$(:*.-57*?>*)#,.-(:%+*
.-22*8&*9&,5"#&)*-(*57&*<,>*K-):&*
1"82-/*;#5*L*M/$2$:-/,2*<-&((-,2N*
!""#$%&'() *+,-#".) /#-0#'1(#)
23%3-#*O;!#-2*PQRE"(&*SP+*STSUV0

!"#$%&'()*+$,$&#- Painting on paper by Nicole Peyrafitte. 
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